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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Prior Art 

D1 : EP-A-0 844 938 (MACLIVER KEVIN SCOTT) 3 June 1 998 

Document D1 discloses a vehicle safety seat for a plurality of children sitting side-by-side, 
as in the preamble of independent claim 1 , in the first part of independent claim 2 and in 
the first part of independent claim 6. 

Problem 

In case of strong accelerations, as the ones induced by an accident, the safety seat is not 
stable, especially when the weight of the sitting children is considerable, as it happens in 
presence of relatively grown children. 

Solution 

Adding the safety seat with a support leg, provided with reinforcement means, connecting 
the body of the seat with the vehicle floor. The support leg can deform dissipating energy 
in case of accident-induced accelerations, and the reinforcement means allows to adapt 
the energy dissipation capability to the total weight of the sitting children. 

These features are neither known nor rendered obvious by the available Prior Art. 

Therefore independent claims 1 , 2 and 6 and dependent claims 3-5 meet the 
requirements of Articles 33(2) and (3) PCT. 
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CLAIMS 



A safety seat comprising, a seat body including a base portion for being 
positioned on an existing seat of a vehicle and a back portion extending up 
from the base portion, divider means connected to the seat body for sub- 
dividing the seat body to provide a plurality of individual seats for 
accommodating two or more children side-by-side, releasable anchoring 
means for connecting the seat body to anchorage points in the vehicle for 
securing the seat body therein; and support legs for engaging a body of the 
vehicle below the base portion and for supporting and providing additional 
rigidity to the seat body, the support legs being connected to the base portion 
for vertical and horizontal movement with respect to the base portion, the leg 
assemblies having a thigh portion to engage the body and a lower portion 
connected to the thigh portion to engage the body of the vehicle and 
characterised in that the thigh portion has located therein a reinforcing bar 
to provide energy absorbing means adapted to absorb energy in the event of 
the vehicle being involved in an accident. 

A safety seat comprising a seat body including a base portion for being 
positioned on an existing seat of a vehicle and a back portion extending up 
from the base portion, divider means connected to the seat body for sub- 
dividing the seat body to provide a plurality of individual seats for 
accommodating two or more children side-by-side, releasable anchoring 
means for connecting the seat body to anchorage points in the vehicle for 
securing the seat body therein; support legs for engaging a body of the 
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vehicle below the base portion and for supporting and providing additional 
rigidity to the seat body, the support tegs being connected to the base portion 
for vertical and horizontal movement with respect to the base portion, the leg 
assemblies comprising an upper generally horizontal portion and a vertical 
portion, wherein the horizontal portion comprises inner reinforcement means 
adapted to absorb energy in the event of the vehicle being involved in an 
accident 

A seat according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein the horizontal portion is adapted to 
bend upwardly away from the seat. 

A seat according to Claim 2, wherein the inner reinforcement means 
comprises a rod secured in the horizontal portion. 

A seat according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein the forward end of the horizontal or 
thigh portion is adapted to bend upwardly in the event of a crash. 

A safety seat comprising a seat body having divider means for sub-dividing 
the seat body to provide a plurality of individual seats for accommodating two 
or more children side by side and support legs for engaging a body of the 
vehicle below the seat and wherein the seat body has elongate sockets 
extending in a forwards direction when the seat is located in a vehicle, and the 
sockets are positioned, dimensioned and arranged to accommodate a 
horizontal or thigh portion of the legs, the legs being adopted to absorb 
energy in the event of the vehicle being involved in an accident and being 
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arranged, subsequent to an accident, for the horizontal portion to bend and 
the leg to be lifted from the vehicle once the energy has been absorbed. 



